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VXA FACSIMILE 

April 7 ,2OW 

Vice Admiqal Richard H. Carmona, M .D., M .P.H,, F.A.C.S. 
Swgeon General of the United States 
Office of the Surgeon General 
5600 Fishers Lane #l&67 
Rockville, MD 20857 

Dear Surgeon General Carmona: 

I appreciate you and Secretary Thompson taking the time  to meet with me  last Thursday. 
It was a  pIcasure to finally meet you, and I certainly enjoyed the tour of the command 
center that you and the Secretary gave me. Seeing the inner workings of the nagion’s 
fight against biological and chemical terrorism, including serious health threats,such as 
west Nile virus, dangerous strains of influenza, and other lethal health threats, made me  
realize the immensity of the chal lenges before you. PIease know that as  one of the 
nation’s fifty governors, I very much  appreciate all of the work you do to keep us safe. 

As we also discussed at our meeting, I am thankful that you and the Secretary p&n to 
invite me  to speak before the Task Force on Drug Importation on Wednesday,  May  5, 
2004, from 190 - 4100 p.m. at FDA headquarters in Rockville, Maryland. I know that 
you will give me  an open and fair hearing, and I look forward to providing you 
M innesota’s perspective on the issue. 

Once again, Surgeon General Carmena, it was my  pleasure to meet with you la& 
Thursday. I look forward to seeing you again in a  few weeks. 

Sincerelv. 

\ c- 7  -- :d 
Tim Pawlenty 
Governor 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 
Web  site: http: / / www.goveinor.state.mn.us -. . 

Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0475 or (800) 657-3598 
An Equal O&ortunitv Emnlovw 


